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Answer any five questions, choosing at least one from each section.

Section A

1 ‘They thought, ours, indeed, is this victory and ours, indeed, is this greatness.’ 
(Kena Upanishad 3.1) 

 Explain
 
  (a) how three Vedic gods found out that they were mistaken [10]

  and (b) why this story is called an allegory. [10]

2 In what ways can Krishna’s advice to Arjuna on the battlefield help modern Hindus to make the 
right moral decisions?  [20]

3 ‘In the Ramacharitamanas, Tulsidas’s aim is to show that Rama is God and should be worshipped 
with sincere devotion (bhakti).’

 Discuss, giving examples from the text you have studied.  [20]

Section B

4  (a)   Describe and explain the significance of three iconographic features of the god Shiva.
 [10]

  and (b)  Explain why the presence of an image (murti) in homes and mandirs (temples) is 
important to many Hindus. [10]    

5 ‘Festivals exist to remind the community of its past and inspire it for the future.’
 
 Discuss this view, referring to the celebration of one Hindu festival as it is held today. [20]
          

6  ‘Devotion to God can give the worshipper courage in times of difficulty.’

 Discuss with reference to the qualities of either the god Ganesha or the goddess Durga.  [20]
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Section C

7 ‘All sections of Hindu society depend on the grihastha (householder).’

 To what extent do you agree, and why? [20]

8 Explain Hindu teaching on

  (a)  moksha as the final goal of human life        [10]

  and (b) right action as dependent on dharma.  [10]

9 Discuss the significance for modern Hindus of the ceremonies
 
  either (a) when a marriage takes place

  or (b)  when someone dies. [20]

Section D

10 Explain why Swami Dayananda Saraswati wanted to change Hindu thinking about

  (a)  idol worship  [10]

  and (b)  the caste system.  [10]

11 ‘Hindu women in modern times owe much to the achievements of Rammohan Roy.’ 

 Discuss. [20]

12 ‘The way to social justice is through service (seva) to humanity.’

 Illustrate how this belief was shown in the life of either Ramakrishna Paramahansa or 
M.K. Gandhi.  [20]
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